











\ LETTER TO THE PEOPLE 

FROM FAIH/^\li .’loniitT name nancy ling peiTy) 

* ro THOSE V\IK) WOULD BEAR THE HOPES A.\D 

El rUllE OK THE PEOPLE, LET THE VOICE OP 
. THEIR GUNS E.XPRESS THE VVORDvS OF FREEDOM/' 

Greetings, rny cumrade sisters and brothers, all love. 
po\Aer and freedom to you. F am very glad to have this 
opportunity to speak to you, even though I know that what I 
am feeling cannot be completely expressed in words. You 
may have heard of me. not because I am any more impor- 
tant than any of you, but simply because my former name 
has been in the news lately. My name was Nancy Ling 
Perry, but my true name is Fahizah. What that name 



' *Tliis IS the text ot a letter sent to T)ie Examiner and 
other media postmarked January 17. Large 'i^ortvom were 
printed in The Examiner on January 19, The full text ts 
Sprinted now because of its pertinence in understandvig tite 
(Urns of the Symbianese Liberation Army, 



means is one who is victorious, and 1 am one who believes 
in the liberation and victory of the people, because I have 
learned that what one really believes in is what will come 
to pass. So. my name' is Fahizah and I am a freedom 
fighter in an intorniation/inteliigence unit of the United 
Federated Forces of the Symbionese I. liberation Army I 

still am that, irt'^gpite of the fact that 1 am now being sought 
for a politicaljictron, and in spite of the fact that two of my 
closest companeros are now’ chained in the Adjustment Cen- 
ter (the prison’s prison) at San Quentin concentration 
camp. I am still with other members of the SLA informa- 
tion/intelligence unit, and I am hiding only from the ene- 
my and not from the people. 1 have no intention of desert- 
ing my committment nor would I ever try to. run away 
from it, because I have learned that there is no flight to 
freedom except that of an armed projectile. Although it is 
tlie practice of the Symbionese Liberation Army to act 
rather than talk, I am compelled to speak because I wish to 
make clear my position and why 1 am fighting, what it is I 
am fighting for what the purpose and nature of the SIJV 

information/ imelhgence unit is, and why I will continue to 
fight 

First of all. I think I should tell you something about 
my backgroiuid and tlie evolution of my consciousness. 
Basically. 1 have three backgrounds: I have a work back- 
ground. a love uackground, and a prison background. My 
pnson background means that I have close ties and feel- 
ings w ith our incarcerated brothers and sisters. What they 
have taught me is that if people on the outside dor not 
understand tlie necessity of defending them toough force 
of di nii. then it is because these people on the outside do 
not yH realize that they ore ih an immediate danger of 
bein.^ thrown Into concentration camps themselves, tor- 
tured. or s!iut down in the stteets for expressii\g their be- 
Ueis. WhiU n'v love background taught me was a whole lot 
of V !:;»i im e is ail about, and that the greater one’s capaci- 
ty f- ^ !<ive is. the .greater is one’s lotiging for freedom, 
Wtr^T :nv VMjrk brickgrpund taught me is that one of the 
things th.’T every revolutionary does is to fight to get back 
llir o' her or his own labor and the control of his or 
!l( i ‘ .’irn 



the People 

When I wa.s in high school in 1963-64. I \vitnes.sed liie 
first military coup, against we ihe people of this couniry I 
saw us passively sit b> our t.v.’s and unconsciously waich 
as the miliiarily armed corporate stale took over the exist- 
ing government and blatantly destroyed the cunstituUtm 
that some of us still believed in. 1 listened to the people 
around me deny that a military coup had taken place and 
claim that such a thing could not happen here. The people 
that I grew up around w^ere so politically naive that their 
conceptions of a military coup only recognized tliose that 
have occurred in Soutli America and African countries 
where the military and ruling class took over the go\orn- 
xnent by an open force of arms. But the method of taking 
over tlie government was different here. Here tlie coup w^as 
simply accomplished by as.sa.ssihating the tlien president 
John Kennedy, and then assa.ssinating any fiu*ther opposi- 
tion to the dictator who was to lake power: that dictator is 
the current president richard nixon. In 1964 1 ^vitnessed 
these and other somewhat hidden beginnings of the mili- 
tary/corporale state which we now live in. .And I heard my 
teachers and the government contiolled media spreiid lies 
about what had happened. 1 saw the Civil Rights protests, 
die killings and bombings of my black brothers and sisters 
and the conditioned reactions of extreme rascism in my 
school and home. When I queslioi*ed my teachers about 
how these occurrences related to the meanings of democrat 
cy and freedom that we were told existed to protect us all. 
the answer I got was dial v\e wer^ better off not knowing 
the truth about what was happening. 1 told ray teacliers 
and my family and friends, that F fell that we were all 
being used as pawns and puppets, and dial those who had 
taken over the government were trying to keep us asleep 
and in a political stupor. I asked my teachers to tell me 
what happened in Nazi Germany; 1 asked them to tell me 
the meaning of fascism; I asked them to tell me the mean- 
ing of genocide; and w^hen i began to hear about a war in 
Vietnam, 1 asked them to teQ me the meaning of imperial- 
ism. The answer to all my questions then was eitlier si- 
lence, or a reply filled with confusion and lies, and a racist 
pride and attitude that well, after all. it was all for us. 

The experience of living in .Amerikkka (underlined) 
has since ‘taught me li»e realities of what fascism, im- 
perialism. and genocide moan; and T have discovered tne 
truth aix)ut.Uie military take-over and the police slate 
dictatorship, not because I studied about It in college, but ‘ 
because 1 see it everyday, and becaii.se truth is something 
that is honestly known, as easily as beauty is seen. There is 
no need for me to relate here every tiling that i have seen, 
or everything that I am sure you are already aware ot I 
am sure, my sLsters and brothers, that >ou realize that the 
govemmenl is now in the rapid and steady process of re- 
moving Uie means of survival from tli«* lower class and 
giving these benefits to the middle class in an effort to 
rally support from them. And as the goveniment is remov- 
ing these means of survival from the people, then naturally 
the people who have been robbed must hi turn take back 
what rightfully belongs to them, and taJ<e back what they 
need in order to survive. This the current dictatorship calls 
a crime, whether they take food from rhe grocery store, or 
take to the streets to make a speech, or take a gun in their 
hand to defend Uiemselves. 



omw'iUi : uait. i lighi d>-,aui^t o, i common 

'jppr^jiSiii* . j!nl tin i I do \vi(h my Aun ns weU as niy mind. I 
Uy to ii.se my mind and my; miai^inal ion to uncover lucU, 
>0 that 'AhfMi Uu* Si.A allacks it will be in the right place. 
Old that Ihe actions ui ilic more experienced SLA combat 
mils will iruJy .serve to benefit the people and answer their 




Fahirah . . . formerly Nancy Ling Perry 
needa. The action taken by the SLA combat unit in refer- 
ence to the Oakland Hoard of Education was a specific 
response to political police slate programs and the failure 
of the Board to heed the rights and demands of the people 
in tiic community. The specific program was one of the pho- 
to Indentification i similar to the system of apartheid in South 
Africa), biological classification in the form of bio - dos- 
siers which classify students according to race and political 
beitefs. Internal warfare computer files, and armed police 
state patrols within the schools. Intensely thorough intelli- 
gence operations carried out by one of the SLA information 
units was able to obtain factual information that Foster’s 
signature wag the first to appear on tiie Nixon Administra- 
tion inspired proposal tor aimed police agents within cer- 
tain Oakland sclihols and various lorms of computer classi- 
fication of stiidents. Further intelligence revealed that Fos- 
ter’i background included membership on the Philadelphia 
Crime Commission. Foster’s sideman, Blackburn, is a CIA 
agent. As director of Education in East Africa he worked to 
implement lest programs against black people there, and 
he trained other agents to carry them out so that he could 
return to this country and introduce those same programs 
here. I feel a need to explain this again because I want to 
make it clear that tiie SLA was not indiscriminantly issuing 
death warrants for Foster, Blackburn or anyone else, but 
rather we were attacking the programs and proposal of 
which they were the initiators, supporters and first signer^. 
Such an attack was the only means left open to us to de- 
mand that the people’s wishes be met, and that all such 
dangerous, genocidal programs be stopped 

Tile government controlled media has mude some ref 
creiKTf to toe effect that this action was carried but bv 
white people made up in black face. Members of the SLA 

do not to n uke up in black face in order to defend the 
b’uvj, i'Timnvii i! ' sc.ff’ the S\..\ is o fedenUion foriued in 

• * . , ' ' -.f iinifoii n^»Mrtna wlio'se fOfTimand- 



• -ii.riU'c- have 

li’.an enuuun ..<• • i* fi^* *-* ca»i"^ *»,j| i\n\ 

opciation. .;i'*h.iru v\*.* ^voiiid »U‘ • i, .., , ' <• 

.selves by race, \w* •Atniki never ileiHii* ’ 

a manner Uiat tvouM biing lunlu”' police mvesugiu : •’‘i.'** 
any one race ^ ^peoples. liut I wiHiid hk*" to ask. siiur* • 
does one have fo be black in ••-Jer h. cure alMjut il'» mu! 
der of 14 yeai* ;.ud Tyrmie fhiyijn by poiilicai uoUve 
death srjuads, since when does one have to be v, mie »u *»rder 
to feel for the starving children in Appalachia, evince vvheu 
does one have to be Asian in order lo care about slopping 
the napaiming of children in Vietnam, since when does one 
have to be brow u in order to fight again,st the mass slaugh- . 
ters being conducted by the military junta in Chile? ? ? “^ 
Since when*.' ** ? ? Not since we have come to reabze that we 
are all one in struggle. 

l am a member of the Symbionese Liberation Army 
Information inieiligence unit and that means that my re* 
sponsibitv is to aid the combat unil.s with information, and 
keep mysell armed at all time.s. I am in a race lo learn 
h»vr to fight, becaiive I am ioaracPtosurvive SIAinfor- 
matio-.' 'intelligence uniLs have a military/political tLir 
anc€ h SLA combat units. What that means is that 
map* flits totally •support armed struggle. That is to.say 
that all members of the SLA understand that politics are 
inseparable from struggle, in fact politics have no meanplS 
without armed combat and information units to give ppli- 
Ucs a purpose. , tUf. 

* ♦ ’* **' 

The Symbione.se Lil>eration Aimny is unlike many e.v 
isting political organizations in thi,s country which supjioil 
the armed Ulieration struggles of peoples throughout 
world, birt when U comes to the .struggle here in Amerikka 
they consi.stently denounce militancy and revolutionarj' 
vioience. and in so rfolng denounce the only means leflto 
the ^>eople to achieve their liberation. 

I believe that whenever people are confronted with on 

pression, starvation and the death of their freedom 

they want to fight. It has been the history of many poliwal 

leaders to suppress this will of the people, andtopret^id 
that the people do not have the right tq fight, and to pret«^ 
.that the people will somehow aclueve their bberatlon 
out revolutionary violence. Bui the truth is that there 
never been a precedent for a non-violent revolution; 
fenseless and unarmed people of Chile can testify to thm 
All members of the ShA recognize that we, right here in.; 
Amerikka are in a sia^e ow war, and that in a state of Wep,' 
all must be armed. u.nderstand thetrue 
defense. When any member of the people’s army itrAgf 
out at the murderer of our people and cliildreo,.we ate 
doing so in self-defense, we are doing because we art^Wft 
no allerrUiUve and force of arms is now our only legal 
iiicqns to affpci revolutionary justice. However, the nati^l 
uistincis of iflciny people in our country have become per- 
'eneu b> liie conditionings lo which liiey have been s%<b- 
jccled ihey iiate been conditioned to be afraid of revdlu- ! 
tionar*' \ lolenve I no loiiser have these fears because as • 
comrade of mine iiauieil Ojicec^a has taught me. “The only 
wav to destroy tear is to destroy the makers of fear, the 
murderer ancL ilie oj>pressor " revolutionary is not » 
criminal nor i.> she oi* he an adventurer, and revolutionary 
violence is nothin^;* bui iiie most proioiind means of achiev- 
ing internal j> well a.^ exiernal balance. 

l would like lo correct and clarity the information giv- 
en to you by tlte. regime-controlled media and poUce-sljite ^ 
repeats associating the Symbionese Liberation Anny \^ith * 
the August 7th. First of all. sUiiments aliout August 7tn 
literature and original communiques being found in ilia 
Concord house are completely untrue. TlV,^'mbionese 
Liberation Army is NOT the August 7th: in the 
71h is a counter revolutionary Oaldand CitywidCalifociia 
State police plot to discredit revolutionaries and coufuw 
the people. Freedom nghlevs act only in the ‘niere.st o uu- 



pt'OpJe, Uf?y f?u Ufit uiiiiewcssurjly sho»*t do**v'n a 
I whose vjrashiu;' woiilr! enclaixvJr live.s of people in • 

; Lomuiutiitlc i. »v*r Uo the> oredii theui>elves with e' a&is 

! or acciih‘Mi tx.iuir iii wiii *li tiio^ Ijud no pari, nor*dv 

—l onlinuftl on Sext pji« 

— !• rom Preceding Page 

tl',ry Usi.e threats which they areimprepared tocarryoul, 

' nor do they expose ttie nature and whereabouts of tlieir 
' as Tor example in Uie recent statement issued by 

>' Avsciist . saying that armed guerrilla units existed inside 
! the " The events and communiques associated with 
i u 7tli served only enem>^ purposes: that is, a state 

{ wide went into effect in the prisons andtlie peo- 

\ i*!e began to think of revolutionary action as that which 

i w ould *emlam:er their lives and homes. As a member of the 

* SJ-.\ 1 can. tell you that the SLA takes full credit and re- 

I spf*n^ibility for its actions, we acknowledge everything that 

i we cio, and if we had shotdownaUolicopter, we would say 

I so, and if I hud participated as a decoy in a taxi cab 

I incident I would say so. However, I would like to tell you 

5 no; to rely solely on niy analysis that the August 7th and uie 

I C -^and and California State Political Police ai*e one m the 

I s; ae. .but instead, just take a look for yourselves. A.>k 

! yoiirti?lvDa of the extent to which tlie police state will go 1 q 

\ di.riCi eiht revolutionaries by labelling all street violence as 

I revuiU'iooary activity and by issuing nothing but tJireatenr 

i ing tommuniquef and then saying that such thr^ts were 

cotaia ^ ftom revolutionaries. It isn’t just coincidence that 
vA'k the Augu^^.t 7th issued an idle threat against the 
lifir ad. prison official Procunier, was the same week that Uie 
Caliiern^ legislature re-instated the death penalty, 
i ^ . 

! house In Concord, Calif, was a Symbionese Ubera- 

I Anny informatie nteUigence headquarters, nothing 

Toe house was on fire by me only to melt away 
any fingerprinis that may have been overlooked. It never 
was intended that the fire would totaUy destroy the premii- 
es, l>*causa there was nothing left there that w'as of any 
real coitsequence to us. nor was there any material ^ 
behind that could stagnate the functioning ability of The 
! SLA to carry on the struggle. Tlie reports that mass arrna- 
I were found in that house is a lie. It is an attempt to 

; fri^a my 2 comrade brothers and It is an assertion to 

I :cowr up the fact that there wei*e no weapons found Uiere. 

’ AU that remained were 3 broken BB guns, a couple of 

’ malfunctioning- gas masks, a few research books, and sev- 

er^ liberation posters on the walls. Also, let me tell you 

• tU'it no one li\dng or coming to that house was a part of the 
SL.A combat forces. Tiiis can be easily verified; first of ail, 

1 even .me in Si A combat forces is offensively armed with 
* ballets in all weapons that they carry; and up until 

*>?Klay tills had NOT l)een the case for information/- - 
intf*lligeiice units or any any support units, at tliat time 
all units l.ul combat were only defensively armed with 
hand guns and carried no cyanide bullets. Secondly , we can 
easily verify that the ballistics on the .380 now in the hands 
of pig agents do not match those of the weapon used in the 
attack on tlie Oakland Board of Education. Infprmation/- 
intolii.geni c units or any support units were never al- 
lowed to posse.^'t or have any contact with combat unit 
weapons. Beginning .Timuary 11 th however, a directive was 
issued by The SLA and The Court of the People stating that 
as of Uiat d.Uf. ,t!1 tijhts of The Svrnbionese Liberation 

Arji- a:, o »>e heav ily, and offensively armed with cyan- 
ide bullets in all their weapons. I would like to convey the 
word, in !xiy 2 captured companeros: you hate not been 
for ^onon. .ind vmi will be defended becau.se there has been 
uo se- back and all combat forces are intact. 



Ica::a itor-. ( t.r ^ ^ r e panic pja. on in stru\.i:xb’ md. 
political rh-rUric, -.o we won t cr> , t. rinipl> av-* 

ri;;ht on with that. A oomraiieol mine Bo. sav^ii 
that I'd like lo leave you with 

* There are two tilings to j’emember abimt revoTidf-''n, 
v'c are going to get our assess kicked, and we are goioj? lo 
win.” 

“DEATH TO THE FX^^CIST (N.Sfe<T 
THAT PREYS UPON THE LIFE 
THE PEOPLE.” 

Fnhix.di 



Th^r'-r le.'illy ;ire no words available to me to express 
vhut. I feci about the capture of my two companeros. They 
U-, a r. kfrentr.^ion camp now because none oi us wove 
^v-a: cicmc and because I was not aware that they 

i.u ier *u;^ck. But my heautUuI brothers, as we have 



